ABSTRACT

Those Sneaky Little Monsters and Me Podcast is an original six-part podcast series for
African American Millennials. Over the course of the series, two intergalactic guides help
listeners to navigate their own sneaky little monsters. This podcast is designed to prompt
listeners to engage in their own inner child work. Additionally, this work, “The Beloved
Neighborhood: Toni Morrison, Fred Rogers, and Podcasting for the Spiritual Lives of African
American Young Adults,” names that podcasting is a platform that offers a creative public
theological outlet and is also for building disciples beyond the traditional edifice setting.

With consideration for the ever-changing digital landscape, podcasts are a tool for
expanding digital sacred space for creative public theological engagement within the 21st
century church. This work seeks to become an intervention by naming podcasting as a viable
creative tool for public theologians who seek the reclamation of the collective Christian narrative
through the inner child work of African American young adults with podcasting. The podcasting
work explores the need for the podcasting platform in a post pandemic Christian world while
building a framework for creative writing as public theology using Toni Morrison and Fred
Rogers. Toni Morrison is highlighted as a creative writer engaging in public theology through
storytelling. Fred Rogers is presented as a theologian engaging in media as a third public sacred

space.



